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H:isTORICAL View 


OF THE 


CHARACTERS" 


OF THE 


Writings, Writers, and Heads 0 the 
Oppolition to the Government of 
Great Britain, &c. ;- Tg 


SIR, 1 f : 
cob judge rightly, that, in a to 


form a true Notion of the Parties 11 
this Nation, it is neceſſary that you 


—— 2 — » 


4 FA ſhould be informed and made ac- + 
quainted not only with the Charac- 


ters of the Writings for and againſt the Govern- 
ment, but of the Writers themſelves. However, 


that you may not aſcribe to theſe Writings an In- 
fluence 


. 5 


. 5 x -4 " : | | 

fluence which they really have not, it is neceſſa- 
that I ſhould premiſe ſomewhat with regard to 

the general Statg-of Politicks in this Nation, be- 


fore J enter upoff any of the Particulars I have to 


communicate. W = 

| You are tc know therefore, Sir, that in England 
it. is Preſumpt ion enough, that a Man is a Man 
of Honour and Senſe if he oppoſes the Court. 
This opens the Way for him into the Aﬀections 
of the People; and the ſame Perſon whom they 
before ( while perhaps he was deep in the Mea- 
ſures of the Miniſtry ) look'd upon with Averſi- 
on, or, at leaſt, a cold Indifference, becomes 


then the Darling, and is regarded with Affecti- 


on, nay, with Rapture. I can give many Inſtan- 


ces, now alive, of this undiſcerning Partiality; 


one or two may be ſuſficient. 


Mt. P----y, who has been for ſome Years the 
Idol of a Party, who reckon on their Side all the 
Men of Character, Eſtate, and Honeſty in the 


Nation, while he was in Poſt, while he ſhared in 
what. he has ſince ſo often called the Spoils of the 


Publick, entred as dcep inco the Mealures of the 


then M----ry, as ever dir Rt W----le did. He 


was as great an Adyccate for the Prerogative; 
he ſpoke as ſtrongly for the Standing Army, and 


for a Peace with Spain, as he has ſince done for 
the Privilege of che Subject, for the Freedom of 
his Country, and for the Dignity of Great Bri- 


tain. Nay, to ſum up the Proots of his Zeal in 
one Word, he was Chairman of that Committee 
which brought in the Bill of Pains and Penalties 
againſt the Biſhop of Rocheſter ; and the: princi- 


pal Man in the H---- of C-----ns who managed 


the violent Proccedings againſt that unfortunate 
| Pre:ate. 
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| Meaſures than Sir Rt does now. + * 
My IL--qC-----, while he was a Minifter, was 
as much the Object of National Averſion as any 
Miniſter that is now in the Management of Af. * 
ſairs. He was not, while he was a Miniſter, ſo 


er 4 


Prelate. When he ſtruck out from the Court, it 
was on all Hands agreed, that his en pro- 
mbition and 
Envy, in reflecting that he ſhould be only the 
ſecond Man in the A----ſt-----n ; and even the 


ceeded from no other Motive than 


Party which he has ſince eſpouſed ooked upon 
him with Averſion and Diſtruſt, I would, how- 
ever, obſerve, that I believe the frequent D 

pointments and Slights he has ſince met with, 
may have now rendred him abſolutely irrecon- 


cileèable to the preſent M----ry, while Sit R 
Nu.. is at the Head of it: But my own private 
Opinion is, That were he at the Head of another, 
he would purſue as arbitrary, and more violent 


much as taken Notice of for any of thoſe fine 
Parts for which he is admired as a Patriot ; Only 


he retain'd the Vehemence of Speech in favour | 


of the Meaſures of the Miniſtry, which he has 
ſince adapted againſt them : And the latter Part 
of his Life ſeems to be a continual Exerciſe in an- 
ſwering the Doctrine, Maxims and Facts which 


he laid down at his firſt _—_— out into the 
World. But notwithſtanding the 
in the Oppoſition, he is, by no means, popular 


in the Nation. A rare and uncommon Inſtance ! 


bur owing to a general Opinion that prevails, 


which is, that his L----p is an Enemy to the Per- 
ſon, but not to the Power of the Miniſter, i 
My Lord C-----, the fineſt Gentleman, in our 


Senſe of the Word, that this Nation can boaſt of, 
| | ; 18- 


iſap- 


igure he makes 
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i no dangerous Man to any Party. His Life 
wants that Severity of Manners, and his Charac- 
ter that Dignity, of Virtue which begets Eſteem 
1 Authority. His Speeches are admired, and 
hi 


s Wit is matchleſs ; but both have no other Ef- 
fe& but upon the Ear. ; 


My L----d B------, who makes likewiſe a very 
great Figure in the Oppoſition, is of a Party 


whoſe avow'd Principles lead it to ſupport the 


reigning Power, He has indeed, for the Conve- 


niency of pans, acted and ſpoken long a- 
ry; but it is univerſally known 


ainſt the 
ere, that the Principles upon which he pretends 


to act, are the fartheſt in the World from thoſe 
which he really believes; and the Intereſt, which 

he now aftects to eſpouſe, is deſtructive of that 

which he really wiſhes to ſee proſper. The No- 


toriety al this prevents his, and the Party he 1s 


of, from being any farther dangerous than their 


ſwelling the Minority in the H---- of P---s. 

I now come to the greateſt Character in the 
Oppoſition, which is that of the D--- of A. 
This Nobleman is really popular ; he has the 
Hearts of many, and the Eſteem of all ; yet 
he once went as great Lengths with the Court 
as any Man ever did. His Speeches in favour 
of Standing Armies, are che ſtanding Argu- 


ments in favour of that Subject; and the great 


Riſe of the Fortune, both of him and his 
Friends, was owing to the Zeal tor the moit 
_ unpopular Meaſure, and the Mcaſure which af- 
fords the Oppoſition the greateſt Subject of 
Triumph, of all that the Miniſtry ever purſu- 
ed, I mean that of the Exciſe. His Diſgrace 
is generally aſcrib'd to his immoderate Ambi- 

: | tion, 


8 
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tion, which muſt have fea of * Difadvan- 

tage to him, were it not for the — 
verſal Opinion, that no Object of his Ambition 
can be beyond his Merit. | 


* 


almoft uni- 


My L--d C-----, another Soldier in the Op- 


poſition, was long in a kind of political Pur- 


gatory betwixt the two Parties. He talk'd for 


the one, and voted for the other, till, at laſt, he 
was in Danger of being diſown'd by both, and 
then he took to that which his pfivate Con- 
nections and Friendſhips dictated him to e- 
ſpouſe. . a 
In the Houſe of C. ns J could produce ma- 


- 


ny Inſtances of the ſame Nature, but, as it, 


would ſwell this Letter to too great a Length, 
I ſhall omit them all but one or two. Sir 


W----m W-----m, who now makes ſo great a 
Figure in the Oppoſition, was himſelf a Mini- 


ſter, and had the ſame Poſt of Cx gf the 
 Ex-------r which Sir Rt Vie has now, 


at a Time when Meaſures were concerting for 


overthrowing that Conſtitution, he, of late, 


ſeems ſo ſtrenuouſly to aſſert; and when the 
late King found Means of bringing over the 
leading Perſons about the Court of B-----» to 
his Intereſts, the ſame Gentleman was embark d 
in all the Schemes laid down for reſtoring the 
Chevalier de St. George, and was actually taken up 
for being concern'd in the Rebellion in 1715. 


f Mr. S——, who is look'd upon as an Oracle 
of the Party in the Oppoſition, has diſcovered 
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many 
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* The Author certai nly means the Intrigues of 3 


Lewis XIV. towards the End of Outen Anne's Reign, 
to bring in the Pretender, hn | 8 
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| many Symptoms that prove his Conduct not 
"in ſo much the Effect of Principle as Ambition. 
| I's In ſhort, Sir,,,zafter the narroweſt Enquiry, I 


115 | cannot find biit one Perſon in the Oppoſition 
i | of any Character, who has continued firm to 


the Principles he firſt eſpouſed. I don't ſpeak 
of your young Perſons, whoſe Characters are 
no other than what Clothes 3 wear, what 
Money they ſpend, or what Miſtreſſes they 


keep. Such of theſe as are in the Oppoſition, are 


of too ſhort a ſtanding to deſerve to be men- 

5 tioned to you in any other Light. But I ſpeak 

of your old ſtaunch Gentlemen, who have for- 

1 med Views in Life, and Principles in Govern- 
mauent. Of theſe, as I was ſay ing, one only 
has been conſiſtent with himſelf, and that 1s 


* Mr. S. But then he ſtood alone for that 
very Reaſon, which Circumſtance, I think” is 
ſiufficſent to give you a juſt Idea of the Qua- 
| lifications and Virtues of the others. ED 

From what I have obſerved, Sir, I believe it 


will be as hard a Matter for you to give a pret- 
ty good Gueſs at the Strength and Views of 
the Oppoſitzon within Doors, as whatever is 
- tranſacted in Parliament is called in this Coun- 

* . You may perceive from that, that what- 
'ever Airs of Popularity and Probity theſe 


Gentlemen aſſume, their Intereſt among the 


People goes no farther than drinking their 


Healths, and quoting the ſmart Things they 


have ſaid, but is utterly unable to form any 


Party which without Doors, could pretend to 


make any Oppoſition. In ſhort, their Influence 
with the People is no more, nor indeed ſo much 
than what they who are now in, were they 


our 
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out of Court, might command, and what every - 
Set of Men, who are out of Favour with the | | 
Miniſtry, will here always have, I mean the 3 
Praiſes of the People: For, le their former ge *} 
haviour be never ſo unpopular, tho' they had © _. | 
before been the obſequious Slaves of a Court, | 
and the zealous Adyocates for Power; yet the * 
Moment that 2 Court diſcards, or Power frowns | 
upon them, they that Inſtant become the Talk _- | 
and Idols of the People. But my private O- 
pinion is, that we never can expect any Service „ 
from their Conduct; for it will be ſtill a ve- | 
ry hard Matter to induce the People of this „ 
Country to undertake any Thing againſt the * + « * | 
Government, while the Government have the 
Parliament's Sanction for every Meaſure they _ 
purſue. I ſpeak this by long Experience, and » 
Study of the Genius and Hiſtory of the E- + .| 
gliſh Nation; but it will be more plain by the #7 
tollowing Part of this Letter. 


* 
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I am now come to the principal Part of 

what I intended to trouble you with, which 

is to give you an impartial, full Account of the 
Writings and Writers in the Oppoſition, and & 
to remove one great Prejudice which was enter- 3 
tained in the Court of France when I left it: 
that the Writings for and againſt the Govern- -- 
ment ſpoke the Senſe, not anly of the Heads 

1 of the Party, but of the People in general. 


* 9 The Craftſman, which has been long the O- 

ly 3 radcleof the Party, was taken up upon the Foot- 

Oo ing of another Paper, which was entitled The 

Ce Country Gentleman, and wrote by Eraſmus Philipps, 

ch a Gentleman who might have made ſome Figure 

2 but for the following Accident; Happening to 
| 9 
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1 be pretty much in Debt, he came up to Landon, 
l where he took Lodgings and lived privately on 
| > what he gained by the Paper I have already 
lifes; 7; ment ion'd. But his Credicors, having Notice of 
K the Place where he ledg'd, ſent two Bayliffs to 
| : Arreſt him. They took an Opportunity of getting 
into the Hobi early in the Morning, and went 
up Stairs to the 1 where our Author 
lay. They then, without any Ceremony, ruſh'd 
into his Room with a Deſign to ſeize him, but 
being aiarm'd, and provided for theſe kind of 
a Encounters, he ſnatch'd up a Piſtol, and ſhot _ 
3 one of the Bayliffs dead on the Spot. Tho' this 
Action was not, by the Laws of England, puniſh- 
able wich Death; yet the Expences and Trouble 
attending a Proſccution was ſuch, that he did 
not think fit to carry this Paper any longer on, 


45 and after the Publication of five or ſix Numbers, 
— it was ſunk into the Crafiſinan. You are here 
4 to conſider, that theſe Weekly Political Papers 


were then pretty unuſual in Eugland. Towards 
the latter End of Queen Aunes Reign, indeed, 
ſome very conſiderable. Writers had drawn their 
Pens on each Side of the. Politicks that then di- 
vided the Nation, but theſe were aſleep for ſeme 
4 Years after the Acceſſion of King George. A 
Printer, one Miſt, by. writing for one Party, 


' however, gain'd a conſiderable Name, and many 
Readers, among that Party, tho' he had not one #7 

7 Qualification, either as an Author or a Man, to 
recommend him. But in this Country it is e- 9 

nough for a Man, if he gets himſelf talk d of, 


to ſucceed. In that Event if Money is the End, 
as you ſhall ſce by and by that it is, of all the 
political Writers that have made ſo great a N Oiſe 
; | tor 
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II 
for ſome time paſt here, he is ſure to pick up Mos 
ney, not only from his Admirers, but even from 
thoſe who deſpite aud hate him : For here Curio- 
ſity, which 15 the loweſt Principle of all Enqut- 
ry, is at the ſame time the ſtrongeſt ; and as 


| ſoon as an Author, or a Profeſſor of any Art, 
comes to be publicly much talk'd of, Every-bo- 


dy's Curioſity is excited to know what is in him 
and tho' perhaps they neither hope nor expect to 
find any thing extraordinary, yet ſtill this is ſuf- 
ficient for the Purpoſes of the Author. We 
have many Inſtances of the Engliſh Partiality in 
tavour ot Impudence, and of Men of all De- 


grees railing Eſtates from the Follies, nay tlie 
Contempt, that others entertain for them. But. 


to return: This Miſt was à violent Bigot to the 


Nonjuring Party; he palliated, by the Help of 


ſome of the Heads of that Party, the moſt exe- 
crable Plots that were boiled againſt che Lite 
of King George I. and he wrote againſt all the mo- 
derate wiſe Men of the Nation, as well as a- 
gainſt every Author of Figure or Character who 
differed from him, with all the Rancour, Folly, 


and [il-manners of an Enthuſiaſt. In this he 


had the Aſſiſtance not only of thoſe of his own 


Party, but likewiſe of the Auxiliaries of the 


Church of Rome; and by this Manner got a 
great many Readers among every degree oft Peo- 
ple. At laſt, he became conſiderable enough to 
be taken Notice of by the Government, and he 
was taken up by a Warrant from the Secretary of 
State: This ſerv'd to make him more contide- 
rable; and he was at laſt taken Notice of by the 


Parliament itſelf, committed cloſe Priſoner, and 


treated with abundance of Rigour. This impo- 
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litick Severity had that Effect as to keep up the 
Spirit of a Party, that had otherwiſe dwindled 


of itſelf to nothing; and by the favourable In- 


5 % 
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tention of the Engliſh Laws, Miſt eſcaped with 


being an inconſiderable Loſer, and a meritorious 


Sufferer. He was, it is true, Pillory'd, but this 
Puniſhment, to a Man who was looked upon as 


the Martyr of the Party, was rather a Reward, 


and the happieſt thing that could have happened 


to him, by giving thoſe of his Party an Oppor- 
tunity of filling his Pockets, the only End he 


aim'd at; as his mounting the Pillory gave him- 
ſelf an Opportunity of repreſenting his own, as 
the Caſe of every Subject in Britain. 

I have dwelt longer upon this Fellow than he 
really deſerves ; but what you ſee here will ſerve 
very well to account for the great Succeſs that 
the moſt wretched Performances, eſpecially upon 
Politicks, meet with 1n this Country, it they have 
the good Fortune to be perſecuted. The preſent 
Adminiſtration have avoided this Rock, and by 


that means render'd many Libels quite ineffectual, 


that muſt, under other more ſevere Adminiſtra- 
tions, have done conſiderable Execution. I am 


ſorry that they have not been more jealous of 


their own Character, becauſe J am ſure nothing 


could have more effectually promoted the Inte- 


reſts of our King and Maſter ; for it is certain, at 


the ſame time, that when the Authors or Printers 


of ſuch Papers are ſeverely proſecuted, unleſs 
ſomething very flagrant . was not the Caſe 
of Miſt ) is prov'd, it always breeds ill Blucd a- 
mong the People, and nothing is ſo neceſſary as 
thac for advancing our Purpoſe. | 

| Ano⸗ 


which were likewiſe publiſhed in a Journal. 
don't meet with any Proſecution that was com- 
menced againſt this Author; but I find that 


* 


Cog 
Another Writer at the . Time appeared, 
who had the good Fortune to draw upon him 


all che Scurrilities and Abuſe that Mit could 


beſtow. This was the Author of Cato's — 


he wrote ſo. freely as to occaſion a Committee 
of the Houſe of Commons to order him to at. 
tend them; but he prudently withdrew, and I 
believe the Thing was dropt. Theſe Letters 


were at that Time ſuppoſed -to be wrote by one 


G -u, who is a Scorſman, and who has been 
Author of a great many other Performances. 
It has been ſince diſcovered, that he was af- 


ſiſted in writing them by Mr. Trenchard, a Man 


of ſevere Principles with vg er to Liberty, 
and very much efteemed by Perſons of Judg- 


ment and Senſe : In ſhort, he perhaps was the 
only Man in his Tune, who, on political Sub- 


jets, wrote what he thought, and wrote it for 
no other Reaſon but becauſe he thought it, and 
that it would be of Service for his Country to 
know it. Theſe Letters, however, had a great 
Character, by their being more free from Par- 
ty-Zeal and perſonal Reflections, than any o- 
ther publick Writings that ever appeared. This 
Mr. G-----» has been very lucky in Life; from 
being no better than a common Amanuenſis. to 
Mr. Trenchard, he is now poſleſt of a handſome 
Fortune and a profitable Poſt ; the firſt he had 


in a Legacy from a Perſon whom he never faw, 


tor being the Author of a Book entitled, The Jnde- 
pendent Whig, wrote againſt the high-flying Cler- 
gy 1n this Country, It is wrote in a lively 


Man- 
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Manner, but tnere is rot little new in the 
* - Subject, or the Arguments he has advanc'd: 
He was the Author likewiſe of a Tranſlation of 
Tacitus, Which has its Admirers, and which he 
dedicatc to Sir Robert Walpole, who nobly re- 
warded him. Bur fee, Sir, what the Effect of 
all theſe Rewards was; As ſoon as the Man 
got a Competency, he even quietly ſat down, 
and troubled his Head no further about Poli- 
ticks or Religion; and every one of theſe Fel- 
lows who makes a Pother about either, would 
do the ſame, but that their Writings neither have 
Merit enough, to entitle the Writer to any 
higher Degree in Life but that of an Author, 
nor have the Author's Solidity enough of Brain 
to make themſelves, in the leaſt, ſerviceable to 
the Publick any other Way. I don't ſpeak here | 
of thoſe of one Party more than another ; the 
following is a remarkable Inſtance. One Arnold, 
who uſed to write the Paper called, The free Bri- 
ton, in Defence of the Adminiſtration, poſleſt a 
genteel Stile of Language, and a very copious 
Expreflion. He was young, and therefore was a 
a little apt to overdo fome Subjects which he 
took 1n Hand: However, had he not wrote 
for the Adminiſtration, he muſt have been 
thought a good Author; but, as he had a good bs 
deal of Levity in his Character, and very apt 
to write incorrectly, Sir R ordered, that 
moſt of the Pieces of any Conſequence that 
came from his Pen, ſhould be reviſed by Mr. 
1 G------» before they were put to Preſs. This 
was Provocation enough to a Man like Ad, who 
| - otherwiſe was full enough of himſelf; accord- 
ingly he took Pen in Hand, and went to 
Work 
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Work on a moſt virulent Paper againſt SER, 


in which he repreſented him as an arrant Scoun- 
drel, a Fellow of no Parts, no Parentage, and 
no Principle. He expoſed the Inconſiſtency of 


his Writings, and laſh'd him for being b-1:ghr off 


by the Government, after he was engaged in a 
Paper hat was wrote againſt them. This Letter, 
which perhaps was the moſt ſprightly Letter that 
ever came from Mr. Walſmgham's Pen, (for that 
was the Political Name he aſſum d in all his Writ- 
ings for the Court) was carefully convey'd tot 


Printer of Ig Journal, the moſt violent Paper 


on the other Side, and printed the next Saturday. 
By what means it happen'd I don't know, whe- 
ther by ſome of the Men knowing Walſingham's 
Hand, or, what 1s moſt likely, by a florid Vehe- 


mence of stile that was peculiar to Malſingbam; 
but it came ſo about, that G- and his Friends 


ſuſpected him to be the Author; and in order to 
be convinced, they applied to the Printer of Fog's 
Journal; the Printer very readily gave up the Co- 
py from which it was compoſed, and it appeared 
that Mr. Malſingham had been ſo inc utious as to 
ſuffer the very Copy he had wrote with his own 
Hand to go to Preſs. This Diſcovery was a lit- 
tle mortitying to Walſmgham ; but it appears it 
did him no Hurt, either with his Patron, or the 
World, who was pretty well ſatisfied with the 
Truth of what he had advanc'd. I have given 
you this ſmall Hiſtory, that you may ſee ſtill 
more evidently, that the Writers of all Parties 


arc, in their own Perſons,” a Set of very.contem- - 


ptible Fellows, following Party only as Hunger, 
Conveniency, or Ambition directs them : Their 


ſons 
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ſons who affect to recommend them; and embra- 
ced only by thoſe who find they chime in with 
their favourite Views or Paſſions. But, of this 
you will by and by have ſtronger Proofs. But, 
to return to Mi whom we left ſweating for the 
Faction. A = | 
He purſued his ſenſeleſs Ravings with ſo little 
Diſcretion, that he was, at laſt, drawn in to print 
a Libel, which, in the Opinion of many, amoun- 


ted to High Treaſon : Tho' the Author of that 


Libel was che late unhappy D--ke of -u, and, 
- & avoid a Proſecution, the Event of which 


might have affected his Life, he and his Foreman 


thought fit to withdraw to France, where he liv'd 
miſerably, in Want of all the Neceſſaries of Life; 


deſpiſed even by thoſe who had ſet him to work. 


In the mean Time his Paper was continued, un- 
der the Title of Fog's Weekly Fournal, by one 
AM-----y an Iriſh Roman-Catholick, and likewiſe a 


Nonjuring Counſellor at Law ; but, having pub- 
liſned it fome Time, Mr. MF, who was their 
Paymaſter, thought fit to make Application to 


the Government, for Leave to return Home; 
which was granted, upon Condition, That he 
mould no longer meddle with Politicks. You 
may ask, How Miſt could ſupport theſe Under- 
ſtrappers, when he could not ſupport himſelf? 
The Property of the Paper was ſtill Miſt's, and 


they carrying it on, had all the Profits, without 


letting the poor Devil have one Shilling: How- 
ever, he being Proprietor, he pur a Stop to any 


more political Subjects being handled in it; for 


which he was pelted by the Craftſman: But Miſt, 
whoſe Eyes were now opened, and who felt how 


little he was regarded while he could not be _ 
1 ful, 
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in this by thoſe that wrote Fug's Journal, and it 
ſoon gain'd a good many Read: 


it was divided inta 25 Common Senſes, which 
were publiſhed by different Printers, and wrote 


by different Authors. This 1s another Proof of | 


the Principles upon which theſe Gentlemen act, 
ſince nothing keeps them together but Intereſt; 
for they now abuſed one another, in print, with 
as great Inveteracy and Scurrility as they uſed to. 


do the Authors on the other Side : But the Prin- 
ter who oppoſed M-----y dying, his Paper, after 
languiſhing for ſome Time, died too, and A - 
remain'd Maſter of the Field. 


This My is a ſtrong Inſtance of how little 
Importance, either Reputation, Learning, or 


3 is, in being recommended to the Publick 
here. | | 
have heard that it is the worſt ; his Learning, if 


As to his Character, in private Life, I 


we are to judge by his Writing, is none ; nor does 
he ſo much as pretend to it: And what Sincerity 
can you expect in a Man, who profeſſes our Hol 


_ Religion, yet is once a Week employ'd as an Ad- 


vocate for the Conſtitution of Great Britain, Yet 
this Fellow's Writings, tho' his Character is ſo 


deteſtable, and tho "us Perſon, to every Man in 


England 


ers: But, a Schiſin 
foon following betwixt the Author and Printer, 
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Eugland deſpicable, are read with fo great Ea- 
gerneſs, as to convince you, on the other Side of 
the Water, chat he ſpeaks the Language of the 
People of England. He has now conducted that 
Paper about three Years, and in all that time 
there is not one ſingle Letter in the Whole that 
has the Appearance of Reaſoning. Scurrility and 
Defamation run thro* the whole, and they are 
wrought up with a Vein of Acrimony, which 
has Gin Humour, but no Wit; a great deal of 
Ill nature, but very little Satyr; and ſometimes 
makes one laugh, but never makes them think. 
After I came to England, I was ſurpriſed, that a 
Paper, which contain'd fo little that can either 
be uſeful or entertaining, ſhould be ſo much read. 
E immediately imagin'd, that there muſt have 
been ſome former Paper publiſhed, perhaps at its 
firſt Appearauce in the World, that might have 
anſwered the Ends of a political Paper: On this 
Account I immediately bought the two firſt Vo- 
lumes of the Letters, which were publiſhed in one 
Collection from Common Senſe, and run them o- 
ver; but I was ſurpriſed and confounded to find 
them all of one Strain, and not one of them car- 
rying ſo much as the Appearance of one ſingle 
Argument, either from Fact or Reaſoning, to 
ſupport the Cauſe the Author would ſeem to de- 
fend. It is true, ſome of them are wrote in a 
more lively Manner than others; but all are e- 


qually void of Reaſoning. I was told, that the 


firſt Thing that brought it into Requeſt, was the 
Viſion of the Golden Rump; a moſt impudent Satire 
upon the R. and the late Q , not to ment1- 
on the Miniſtry and the Court; and, as I have 
been informed, it was wrote by Dr. K---g of 

+ | | O----d, 


0. 4, à noted Jacolite. Such was the Broda 


rion of this favourite Paper to the Morll. 


Now, tho I wou'd be far from excluding all 
Humour from political Subjects; yet n' Man — 


be ſo weak as to think, that a People of go 
Senſe, ſuch as the Engliſh are, will ever be laugh- 


ed into an Oppeſition to the Government. No, 


Sir; we Foreigners are apt to miſtake that Point 
moſt egregioulſy; we imagine, that, amongſt 
the Engliſh, Laughing is a Sign of Approbation; 


and when, we drop into one of their Coffees, 


houſes, and hear every Body laughing, and hear- 


ing with Attention what is read from a humos. 


rous Paper, That every Man among them will 
be ready to ſupport, with all his Intereſt, the Par- 
ty on whoſe Side the Paper is undertaken; No- 
thing can be. a more ridiculous Miſtake than 
this. I have known many an honeſt Engliſhman 
laugh, and extremely fond to read a Paper, whoz 
if he had been upon the Jury that was to try the 


Author, would have voted for his loſing his Ears 


for his Impudence. I have known many a one 
admire the witty Sayings and ſmart Repartees of 


Who would have oppoſed them, with all their In- 
tereſt, in any Affair of Conſequence to the Nati- 


on. Believe me, Sir, theſe Writings and Sayings 
have not the Effect that we may imagine. They 
do, indeed, open a great many Mouths again{t 
the Government; they are little to be regard- 
ed. The Men of intereſt and Wealth, in the 
Nation, are they who make leaſt Noiſe ; as they 
have a great deal to loſe they are more cautious; 
and don't care to diſoblige any Party by ſpeak- 
Ing cco freely: And, for this Reaſon, all the Talks 


erg 


_ 
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ers and Laughers are on the Side of the Oppoſi- 
tion: But whenevyer it ſhall come to the Puſh, I 
am convinc'd it will be found that even the 
Weight of the Country Intereſt is on the Side of 


the Government. Therefore I would be ſorry, if 


upon a Preſumption, that the Government here 
wou'd not be ſupported by the natural Intereſt of 
the Country, we ſhould make any Attempt to 
diſturb the Peace of the Nation. We ſhould cer- 
tainly find ourſelves vaſtly miſtaken ; for, upon 
the moſt ſtrict Enquiry, I am convinced, that, 
except thoſe who in P. t have receiv'd per- 
fonal Diſappointments and Diſobligations from 
the M-----y, ſcarce a Man of conſiderable Inte- 
reſt in the Nation would risk five Pounds with a 


View of diſtreſſing the Miniſtry. 1 hope you will 


pardon this Digreſſion which proceeds only from 
my Zeal for his Majeſty's Service. Zut to return 
to cur Author of Common Senſe. | 
ven the firſt Letters that are wrote with any 
tolerable Degree of Humour, are but very thin 
ſown in this Paper; perhaps, once in two 
Months, one may light on ſuch a Letter ; but 
then all the Interval, betwixt that and the next 
tolerable one, ſhall be ſtuffed with idle Quotati- 
'ons from Common-Places, and old Pamphlets, 
and dull Poems. Nay, I am told, that, in the 
Summer-Time, when this Author goes down to 
take his Diverſion with a certain Colonel of his 
own Country, who is married to a Lady of great 


Fortune, he leaves a Parcel of Poems, Pamph- 


lets, exc. with the Printer, marked on the Mar- 
gin, at the proper Places, as they are to be in- 
Treo at his Printer's Diſcretion, e 


einn F704. 
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The Gazetteer, ſome Time ago, publiſhed cer- 
tain Queries about his Religion, Lite and Mo- 
rals, that mortify'd him extreamly, and which 
he affected to deſpiſe, but never would anſwer. 
This Conduct opened the Eyes of the Publick a 
good Deal ; and many, who thought him before 


no worſe than a diverting Buffoon, began now 


to look upon him as an infamous Scoundrel : For 


what but the ſtrongeſt Conſciouſneſs of Guilt 
could have prevented his anſwering a Charge 


that every honeſt Man would ave look'd upon 


his Character as intereſted: to have removed? 


Or, where was there an Occaſion for ſhuffling, 


wheſs it had been much eaſier to have pleaded 


Guilty, or Not Guilty ? My Lord B---/---gb---ke, 
a much abler Writer, as well as a more eminent 
Man, thought fit, upon a like Charge, to give 


a poſitive xplicite Anſwer ; which, tho' it was 


not fatisfa&tory to the Publick, yet prov'd, that 


his Lordſhip thought he could not, with Dec«ncy, 
avoid it. I have little more to trouble you with 
about this doughty Scribe of the Party, than to 


tell you, that it does not, from any of his Writ- 

ings, appear that he had the leaſt Tincture of 

Learning. REF: Jad 
I juſt mentioned the Craftſman, but I don't 


| know how it happened that he was but juft 
mentioned, when I immediately loſt Sight of 
him. From what I have ſaid, however, it ap- 


pears, that, at the Juncture in which he ſet out, 


many Circumſtances concurred to make it favou- 
rable for the erecting a new Party.Paper., But 
who was to be the Conductor? there lay the 
- Difficulty. Fortune, at laſt, very luckily, pre- 
ſented a fit Hand; one A. had been ſo im- 


prudent 
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prudent as to ſcatter his Wit againſt his Superi- 
ors at the Univerſity of Oxford, in a Speeca in 
which Cuſtom indulges the Students at certain 
Periods ; for which Offence he was very deſer- 
vedly expell'd che Univerſity. The firſt Thing 


he did, after he came to London, the common 
Refort of Want, Wickedneſs and Wit, was to 
Ibo to Sir G---ge Ox----z, then one of the 
L--ds of the 'T-----ry, who introduced him to 
Sir Rt ?#--=--k, to whom he offered his Ser- 
vice as 4 Writer. Sir Rt, either thinking 


that his Situation. did not, at that Time, re- 
quire any Apologiſt for his Conduct, or having 
Reaſon to entertain but a mean Opinien of 
che Abilities of the offered Champion, receiv'd 


him but coldly ; yet not ſo as to take from our 


Young Politician all Hopes of Succeſs. Accor- 
dingly he haunted Sir R. -s Levee, daily prom- 
pte« his Patron to recommend him, and laid 
out any little Money he brought up from Ox- 
ford in making a decent Appearance. Sir Rs 


Indulgence, however, not anſwering his Expe- 


ations, he applyed to the other Party, who 
juſt wanting ſuch a Perſon, — embrace 
his Offer, and conſtitute him the 

their Labours; for at firſt he was no other: 
But, as it was neceſſary he ſhould be firm to 


their Intereſts, a Subſcription was ſet on Foot, 
by which they obliged themſelves to indemn1- 


fy the Author and Printer from all Charge of 
roſecution, upon what ſhould be inſerted in 


the Craftſman, to the Value of three chouſand 4 


Pounds. Such was the Footing this Paper fer 
out upon, and ſuch the Appearances of its Suc- 


ceſs. At firſt it was little taken Notice of, but 


1dwite of 
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in a ſhort Time, ſome Papers appearing in it, 
which were wrote with more than ordinary 


* 
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Spirit, the Publick concluded, that jc was hs 
Production of the Heads of the Party, and be- 


gan to read them with great Earneſtneſs. This | 
creating ſome Curioſity among the Miniſtry to 
know who was the Conductor of the Paper, ö 


. 


and, being informed that A. -t was, Sir Gg 
Ox u, his former Patron, reſolved to tz k ! 
with him upon certain Terms, which I cannot 


pretend to inform you about. A4---- was then 
in Kent, and Sir G---ge went down thither to 
meet him. But A----f, hearing he was come, 


refuſec to ſpeak with him any otherwiſe than 
over a Window that look'd into the Court- 
Yard of the Houſe where he was: This Con- 


duct proceeded from two Reaſons ; the firſt was, 


That the Profits of the Paper, which accrued to 


At, were greater than any Thing he could, 
expect from the Government; therefore, as Mo- 


ney was his Buſineſs, he very wiſely ſtuck to 
that Side which promiſed moſt. The other Rea- 
ſon was, the Treatment he imagined he had \ 


voking to a Man juſt come from the Univerſi- 


ty of Oxford, full of Greek and Latin, and fuller 


of himſelf than of either: Add to this, That 


he perhaps thought ſuch an Appearance of Re- 


folution might raiſe his Price, and that he 
knew, if he ſhould enter into any Diſcourſe a- 
bout Terms, and if that was diſcovered, it might 
irrecoverably ruin him with one Party, before 
he was perfectly well with the other. 


The moſt active Man then in the Oppoſition 


was D- P----y, a Kinſman to n P----y, 
e 


ng in it, 


received from Sir Rt, which was very pro- 


o 
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ad his Superior in Knowledge, Learning: 


Knowledge of the Conſtitution, and Temper, 


tho without his Fire and Vivacity. But what 
diſtinguiſhed him moſt, was an unwearied Appli- 


cation to the Study of the Finances, which gave 


4 him a large Field for ſpeaking and writing, 
The firſt Talent he exerciſed daily in the H---- 
of C- ns; the laſt, weekly, in the Craft/man. 
A certain Accuracy and Shew of . Reaſoning, 


(caſily diſt inguiſned his Papers from all others, 
he being, at that Time, the living Oracle of 
the Party, it is no Wonder if whatever was ſup- 


poſed to come from his Pen, was received as ſo 
many ſacred Reſponſes. It was principaily ow- 
ing to him that the Craft/man has made ſuch 
a Figure in the Oppoſition ; and his Death, 
which happened ſoon after this Paper was ſet 
„on Foot, was an irretrievable Loſs to the Par- 


ty, who loſt in him the cleareſt Head, as well 
as the beſt heard Speaker they could boaſt. Great 
Advantages were taken by his Friends, wha {| 


\ wrote in the Craftſman at certain Expreſſions that 


fell from the Pens of the Writers on the other 


* 


Side, upon this Gentleman's Death, as if they 
had contained injurious and ſcandalous Refle- 
ctions upon his Memory ; I ſhall ſay nothing 
upon that, Head, either to defend or condemn 
thoſe Expreſſions, becauſe that would be foreign 
to my preſent Purpoſe. I will only take up- 
on me to inform you, from the Mouths of ſe- 
veral Gentlemen who were intimate with him, 

and with whom I made it my Buſineſs to cul- 
tivate an Acquaintance, that the Conſideration 

of the State of publick Affairs, and the perſo- 
nal Reſentment he entertained at the M-----y, 
exaſpe- 
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exaſperated him ſo much, that he would have res 


dily join'd with any Meaſures that could have 
changed both, tho they had been attended with 


Changes of higher Importance to the Nation; 
and that he had actually ſuch a Scheme in his 


Head, tho' no Head in the Party was found ca- 


pable to take it up, or to bring it to Perfection; 


when he was gone. 


The next Hand who contributed to raiſe the 


Craftſman was my Lord B---I---gb---ke. I- ſhall 


not pretend to give you any Character of this 
Nobleman, who has acted fo very remarkable & 
Part both as a Miniſter, and Oppoſer of Mini- 
{ters, becauſe I know you are perſonally acquaint 
ed wien him. It is ſufficient for my preſent Pur- 


poſe to inform you of the Notion that is enter- 
tain'd of him in this Country, ** great Scene 
where all his Abilities have been diſplay' d. In 


the firſt Place, every Body has a great Opinion 
of his Parts, yet I don't believe ten Men in the 


Kingdom would venture ten Shillings upon the 
Execution of any Project he eould form: In the 


next Place the whole Nation has a very bad O- 
pinion of his Heart; yet they who have the 


worſt are apteſt to be gain'd over by the Profeſ- 
ſion of his Sinceriry, Theſe Paradoxes are eaſily 
reſolved. His Parts are look'd upon to be ſuch, 
as may divide, diſturb, and deftroy ; but no Bo- 
dy imagines, that he has the leaſt Talent for u- 


niting, ſettling, or healing. On this account, 


they, who are prepoſſeſt with a Notion of Abili- 


ties, know, that the more they are exerted and 
_ employ d, they are the more dangerous and de- 


ſtructive; and whatever Uſe they may make of 
him to help them in gratifying their Hatred à- 
| HZ * 
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gainſt the Miniſter, yet they never will be per- 
ſuaded to come into any Scheme of diſtreſſing 
him, if B------ke is the Author of it, if they-ſhall 
endanger either their Perſons or Eſtates. On 
the other hand it is certain, that they, who know 
moſt of his Inſincerity, are moſt apt to be his 

Dupes. Theſe are all the Remains of the old 
Tories, who are not a few, and moſt of whom 
were deeply engaged in the Schemes that were 
ſet on Foot to bring in the Chevalier de St. George. 
Theſe Gentlemen are they who have experienc'd 
moſt of this extraordinary Perſon's Treachery, 
and yet they are they who are moſt ready to ex- 
"cuſe and believe him. Nay, it 1s certain, that 
many of thoſe, who were moſt averſe at his be- 
ing reſtored to a Capacity of ſucceeding to his 
Farher's Eſtate, are now his greateſt Advo- 
cates. | 8 

The firſt regular Set of Letters he undertook 

in the Craftſman, was thoſe upon the Hiſtory of 
England, under the Name of Sir Fohn Old Caſtle. 

In theſe Letters he endeayoured to fix all the o- 

dions Characters that were found in the worſt. 
Reigns, upon the Miniſters of that under which 

he wrote. Where the whole Character wou'd 
not fir, he had an artful Way of piecing it 

with Parts of cther Characters, and if that too 

fail'd, of inventing Characters that were not to 

be found in the Hiſtory. By theſe Means, which 
he knew admirably well how to execute, he put 

the Writers for the Adminiſtration to an un- 

grateful Diemma, eicher of overlooking theſe 
Characters entirely, or of giving him and the 

Party an Opportunity of triumphing, if they 

found Fault with the Application. For ar 

| | they, 
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they, who then apply'd the Writer. deſigned. no 


Picture or Reſemblance of any Prince or Mini- 


ſter now alive; all he intended, was, to give a ſimple 


Matter of Fact, as it ſtood upon the Face of the 
Hiſtories of that Time. This was a mean but 


dangerous way of libelling an Adminiftration ; 


it kept the Author without the Laſh of the Law, 
and with the People had all the Effect that the 
very Names and Characters of the preſent Age, if 
drawn in that manner, could have had, But really, 


if we are to judge impartially, no great Art, farther 


than the[nvention,was requir'd to execute this new 
Method of libelling ; and whoever conſiders the 


Variety of Characters that may be, and often 1s, 
united in one Man, there is but little Difficulty in 
picking as many bad Qualities out of the Chara- 
cters of the beſt Miniſters that are dead, and 
dreſſing theſe Qualities up in 4 certain Light, - 


ſo as to make them reſemble the worſt Mini- 


ſters that are alive: And, on the other Hand, 
nothing eaſier than to find good Qualities in the 
Characters of the worſt Miniſters of paſt Times, 
that, if properly handled, may reſemble the 
Character, in ſome Particulars, of the beſt Mi- 
niſter of the preſent. The paſt and preſent Hi- 


{tory of England 1s fruitful of Characters of all 
Kinds. If Walſingham was frugal and laborious, he 
was, at the ſame Time, mean and deceitful; there- 
fore, when a living Patriot 1s to be praiſed from 


the Example of a dead Miniſter, touch upon the 


valuable Qualities of Malſinglam that you want to 
be the diſtinguiſhing Character of your Patriot; 


and run out into an Encomium upon the good 
Effect that thoſe Virtues had in the State. On 
the other Hand, if a Miniſter is to be libelled, 


. throw 
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gainſt the Miniſter, yet they never will be per- 


ſuaded to come into any Scheme of difſtrefling 


him, if B----—ke is the Author of it, if they-ſhall 


endanger either their Perſons or Eſtates. On 
the other hand it is certain, that they, who know 
moſt of his Inſincerity, are moſt apt to be his 


Dupes. Theſe are all the Remains of the old 
Tories, who are not a few, and moſt of whom 
were deeply engaged in the Schemes that were 


ſet on Foot to bring in the Chevalier de St. George. 
Theſe Gentlemen are they who have experienc'd 


moſt of this extraordinary Perſon's Treachery, 
and yet they are they who are moſt ready to ex- 
cuſe and believe him. Nay, it is certain, that 
many of thoſe, who were moſt averſe at his be- 


ing reſtored to a Capacity of ſucceeding to his 


Father's Eſtate, are now his greateſt Advo- 


Cares. | | 

The firſt regular Set of Letters he undertook 
in the Craftſman, was thoſe upon the Hiſtory of 
England, under the Name of Sir John Old Caſtle. 
In theſe Letters he endeavoured to fix all the o- 
dious Characters that were found in the worſt 
Reigns, upon the Miniſters of that under which 
he wrote. Where the whole Character wou'd 


not fit, he had an artful Way of piecing it 
with Parts of cther Characters, and if that too 


fail'd, of inventing Characters that were not to 


be found in the Hiſtory. By thete Means, which 


he knew admirably well how to execute, he put 
the Writers for the Adminiſtration to an un- 
grateful Dilemma, either of overlooking theſe 
Characters entirely, or of giving him and the 
Party an Oppertunity of triumphing, if they 
found Fault with the Application, For it was 
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they, who then apply'd the Writer deſigned no 
Picture or Reſemblance of any Prince or Mini- 
ſter now alive; all he intended, was, to give a ſimple 


Matter of Fact, as it ſtood upon the Face of the 


Hiſtories of that Time. This was a mean but 
dangerous way of libelling an Adminiſtration ; 
it kept the Author without the Laſh of the Law, 

and with the People had all the Effect that the 
very Names and Characters of the preſent Age, if 
drawn in that manner, could have had. But really, 


if we are to judge impartially, no great Art, farther 


than thelnvention, was requir'd to execute this new 
Method of libelling; and whoever conſiders the 
Variety of Characters that may be, and often is, 

united in one Man, there is but little Difficulty in 
picking as many bad Qualities out of the Chara- 
cters of the beſt Miniſters that are dead, and 
dreſſing theſe Qualities up in à certain Light, 
ſo as to make them reſemble the worſt Mini- 
ſters that are alive: And, on the other Hand, 
nothing eaſier than to find good Qualities in the 


Characters of the worſt Miniſters of paſt Times, 


that, if properly handled, may reſemble the 
Character, in ſome Particulars, of the beſt Mi- 
niſter of the preſent. The paſt and preſent Hi- 


| ſtory of England is fruitful of Characters of all 


Kinds. If Walſingham was frugal and laborious, he 


Was, at the ſame Time, mean and deceitful ; there- 


fore, when a living Patriot 1s to be praiſed from 
the Example of a dead Miniſter, touch upon the 
valuable Qualities of Malſingbam that you want to 
be the diſtinguiſhing Character of your Patriot; 
and run out into an Encomium upon the good 
Effect that thoſe Virtues had in the State. On 
the other Hand, if a Miniſter is to Ye LO 
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1 
throw all the Ambition, Avarice and Pride of 
Woolſey, into one Group, and place them in the 
ſtrongeſt Point of Light. But you are to take 
Care to draw a Vail over his Liberality, Spirit, 
and Application. Again, by a happy Manage- 
ment, you may find Vices in Malſing ham ſufficient 
to libel a Miniſter; and Virtue in Weelſey that may 
make a very gocd Subject for Encomiums upon a 
Patriot. Bur theſe Characters of the Dead are 
not confin'd to thoſe of their own Country only; 


the Hiſtories of Spain, France, Holland, Denmark, 


and Sweden, have been ſcarch'd into for Subjects 
of this Kind, tho? the moſt fruitful of all is the 
Hiſtory of Old Rome. There you meet with a Cata- 
line, who had entred into a Plot to burn the Ci- 
ty, and aſfaflinate the Senate. You'll ſay, what 
Parallel can be drawn betwixt Cataline and a Bri- 
ziſþ Miniſter ? Sir Rt W----le, ſure, has no 


Deſign to fire London, and murder the Parliament. 


No, but an ingenious Character-Monger will, 
when the liceral Senfe will not do, give it an Al- 
legorical Term, and then they fit exactly: As, 
for Example, The reſt of the Miniſtry and Mem- 
bers of Parliament, who are on the Side of the 
Court, are the Conſpirators with Cataline, i. e. 
Sir R- t, to deſtroy the City of London, by ru- 
ining Trade, and to aſſaſſinate the Senate, 7, e. to 
overthrow the Conſtitution. Verres is another Top 


Character that has ſtood them in great Stead; | : 


and Sejanus has been a perfect Mine of ſmart 
niſters. „ = 

Another anti-miniſterial Battery, erected by 
this noble Author, upon the Abuſe of the Preſs, 


Things that have been ſaid againſt wicked Mt- 


was, The Diſjertation upon Parties. It is wrote with 


© -* rea 
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great Command of Language, and a vaſt deal of 
Spirit : The Arguments it contains are plauſible; 
and the Shew of Reaſon it carries is very ſpeci- 
ous. He attempts to p_ in this Diſſertation, 
that all the Dangers which the Nation dreaded, 
before the Revolution, from the Prerogative, are 
now actually greater, from the Power which the 
Crown has acquir'd. Thus, 5 to his 
Way of Reaſoning, Great- Britain is ſo far from be- 
ing better d by the Revolution, that it has left 
her in a worſe State than ſhe was in before. The 
Diſſertation, indeed, affects to talk very favourab- 
ly of the Revolution; but it is plain to any Man 
who will conſider the whole Stream ot what he 
has advanced, That, according to the Princi- 
ples he has laid down, nothing could have hap- 
pen'd more deſtructive to the Liberty of Great 
Britain than the Revolution was ; unleſs the 
Crown had been, at that Time, reduc'd within 
the Limits of a Power more extenſive than to 
that of a Doge Venice. For the Crown has al- 
ready given up the Power of protecting Mini- 
ſters that are obnoxious to the Parliament It 
has no Power to bind the Subject by any arbitra- 
ry Act of its own: It has no Power over the Li- 
berty ; it has no Claim upon the H roperty of any 
Subject: It has no Power to repeal any Law that 
has been thought neceſſary for the Safety of the 
People: It has none to enact any that mav be for 
their Deſtruction. It is by keeping within theſe 
Bounds, that a King of England is ſaid to have 
all the Power he pleaſes to do Good, but is depri- 
ved of any to do Harm, To abridge the Prero- 
gative farther, would be to ſtrike at the Vitals of 
he Conſtitution 3 and, in Effect, aboliſh Monar- 
| — 
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chy. But, may not the Power of beſtowing Pla- 
ces and Penſions, eſpecially upon Members of 
Parliament, be fately taken from the Grown ? 
Yes, if theſe Genclemen can prove where they 
can be ſo ſafely lodged. The Power of beſtow- 
ing them, they have, I think, never denied to 
belong, by the Nature of. the Conſtitution, to the 
Crown. All the Queſtion, then is, that the 


Crown ſhall not beſtow them ſo as to lodge too 


rreat a Share of the Executive and Legiſlative 
Boker in the ſame Perſon. But here it muſt 
be conſidered, that if the Crown never ſhall lodge 
them in Perſons who will make a bad Uſe of their 
Power, there is then no Harm done: And if the 
Crown ſhall entertain any Views of ſtriking at 
the Liberties of the Subject, by ludging them in 
wicked Hands, no Bill or Circumſcription of its 
Power can prevent it, while the Power of diſpo- 
ſing of them remains with the Crown. But here 
it may be objected, that the Harm may be pre- 
vented, by impoſing Caths upon every Man who 
is not a Member of Parliament, and yet enjoys a 
Poſt, that ſhall oblige him to declare, that he 
docs not hold chat Pcft, or any Part of its Re- 
venue, in Truſt for any Member of Parliament: 
And that an Oath likewiſe may be impoſed upon 
every Member, obliging him to declare, That he 
enjoys the Profits of no Place under the Crown ;j that 
he has no Penſion from it in his own Perſon, nor has 
any One any for bim in Truſt. This would be, in- 
deed, an effectual Way, as it is the only One, to 
prevent the bad Conſequence of too great Power 
in the Crown; were it not for the following Con- 
ſiderat ions. N bo * : 
1 In 
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In the fr Place, It is pretty certain, that 
no Form of Oaths have been yet invented, 
that has not been, by ſome ſubtile Wits, evad- 
ed. In the ſecond Place, we can never imagine, 
that they, who would be guilty of a villanous 
Thing in publick Life, ſcruple to ſwallow as 
many Oaths as can be impoſed upon them. 
From theſe plain Conſiderations, the Neceſſity of 
Oaths may appear ſufficient to convince any Bo- 
dy, that they could never remove the Evil. But if 
- Oaths were the proper Means of diſcovering 


Frauds of all Kinds, why are not the 'Oaths 


now in Being ſufficient to prevent them? No 
Member of Parliament, if he believes he ſhall 
be damned for Perjury, can, with a ſafe Con- 
ſcience, take a Bribe to betray his Country; 
nor can he give a Bribe to get himſelf retur- 
ned. Thus it is plain, that this is an Evil, 
which, if it exiſts, is incurable by any of the 
Methods preſcribed to remove it; nay, that 
theſe Methods may tend rather to encreaſe it. 
If the Power of beſtowing Places and Penſions 
be taken from the Crown, there 1s, thereby, 2 
conſiderable Alteration 1n the Conſtitution ; nay, 
10 conſiderable, that 1 believe it muſt very ſoon 
be total; ſince the Conſequence muſt intallibly 
be, that the Crown ſhall be deprived of the ex- 
ecutive Power: For one of theſe two Caſes 
muſt happen; either the Crown ſhall have it 
in its Power to employ whom it pleaſes, or not; 
if the former, then the Miniſter is at Liberty to 
turn out whom he pleaſes, and to put in whom 
he pleaſes; and if ſo, the Power of beſtowing 
the Emoluments, muſt neceſſarily remain with, 
the Crown, unleſs we can ſuppole the Subjects fo 
„„ publick- 


mg nent ney as to "ach the nothing. If; off 
the other Hand, the Crown ſhall be diveſted of 
the Power to beſtow Places, and conſequently 
the Emoluments, then it is evidently deprived 
of the executive Power, and the Conſtitution 
is diflolved. 
What I would obſerve from this is, That there 


runs through all the Writings of the Party, par- 
ticularly my Lord B-----+---ke, one capital Mi- 


ſtake, which, like a wrong Principle in Mathe- 
maticks, widens the Abſurdity of the Propoſiti- 


on in its Progreſs ; and, by not being diſcove- 


red in Time, 1s very apt to impoſe upon the 
Mind. This Miſtake conſiſts in ſuppoſing, that 


the Conſtitution was left imperfe& at the Revolu- 


tion, by not taking from the Crown the Power of 
diſpoſing of the Poſts and Revenues. This is the 


Sum of what they ſay on that Head; what 
Weight there is in it, you may ſee above: But 


it would go far to convince People, that a great 
deal was left imperfect at the Revolution, if they 
would point out where the Power of diſpoſing 
of Poſts and Penſions can be lodged with greater 
Security to the Privilege of the Subject, and 
with more Advantage to the Nation: For it is 
poſſible for the Subject to be betrayed, even by 
his own Repreſentative ; and the Sum of the 
Writings on that Side is founded on that Sup- 
ofition. As to the Service of the Nation, there 
is nothing more certain, than that no National 
Service can be performed, it the Power of ve- 
ſting Characters and Poits ſhall remain in any 
Number of Men, whoſe Powers are reverlible 
of themſelves. The States of Holland, and the 
Commonwealth of Venice, you will ſay, 7 5 
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ſuch a Power. Bud 2 3? T anſwer; That, in 
both theſe Republicks, the Power of the Legi= 
ſlature is not veſted by the People, as ir is 
in Eritain; and therefore no ſuch Parallel can 
be brought. But J helicve the Abſurdity of this 
Reaſoning is now ſo plain, that I need inſiſt 
no longer on it. | i 

Another general Maxim I would obſerve, 
with regard to the political Controverſies in this 
Country, and which neither Party has thought 
fic to take almoſt any Notice of, is, That there 
is no abſolute Power but may become arbitra- 
ry. Now, Sir, every Power that is indepen- 
dent, is, at the ſame Time, abſolute. The two 
Houſes of Parliament ought to be independent, 
and, with regard to the Reſolutions which each 
take, within its own Doors, they are abſolute. 
This abſolute Power has indeed no Influence 
upon the Determination of the other two Bran- 
ches of the Legiſlature; but ſtill it may affect the 
Proceedings of both, ſo as to render them in a Man- 
ner quite uſeleſs. If the Commons, for Inſtance, 
were to refuſe to paſs a Bill that is expedient for 
the Security of the Government, that is an abſo- 
lute Act of their Power; but if they ſhould re- 
fuſe to paſs one that is expreſly neceſſary to ſave 
the Nation from falling into Confuſion, and the 
Succeſſion from being altered, that would then be 
an arbitrary Act of their Power: And the ſame 
Thing may be ſaid of the other two Branches of 
the Legiſlature, Thus, Sir, it is evident, that 
there is not a Branch of the Legiſlature that may 
not abuſe its Power as much as an ambitious Mi- 
niſter may abuſe his: And there is not one Ar- 
gument advanced by the Party againſt the Power 

of the Crown, that would not hold ſtronger, 
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were the Powers e een poſſeſſes, to 
devolve upon one or both Houſes of Parliament. 
The next Doctrine preached up by my Lord 
B-----gþ---kenn the — was the Coalition 
of Parties, by which Term he underſtood, that 
all the invidious National Diſtinctions of bi 
and Tory, Diſſenter and Churchman, &c. which had 
7 ſo long divided and diſtracted this Country, ei- 
ther had, or long before ought to have now ſunk in- 
to thoſe of Court and Country; the firſt of which 
ought to be look'd upon as a Faction and Con- 
federacy againſt the other. Tho” this Doctrine 
has prevailed with a good many, to look upon 
the Court and Country as two Intereſts incom- 
patible with one another; 55 I am ſurpriz d that 
there ſhould be ſo great Force in mere Names 
and Words, as to impoſe upon his Party. Theſe 
Diſtinctions, Sir, of Whig and Tory, &c. while 
they prevailed, were uſed by each Party to ſigni- 
fy, in their Senſe of the Word, the Country, and 
the Denomination under which the other Party 
went, the Court. Had you ask'd a Tory why he 
ſtood up for the Prerogative, he would have an- 
ſwered you, Becauſe I think it is for the Good of 
my Country. Ask a Hhig, why he ſtruggled ſo 
hard for what he call'd Liberty, and to pull down 
France, and to keep out the Pretender? &c. he 
would have anſwered, Becauſe, unleſs ſuch and 
ſuch Things are done, my Country is endangered. 
Ask the ſame Men over again ſeparately, What 
their Opinion is of theirAntagoniſts,cach will tell 
'B ou, that they want to betray their Country to 
| ' thoſe in Power, that is, in other Words, The 
Court. Ask Diſſenters and Churchmen the ſame 
Queſtion, they will give you the very ſame An- 
ſwers, That they are for their Country, _ o- 
| | the T 


thers againſt it. But it ng be own' d, that ſince 
the Revolution, theſe Parties have undergone a 
Variety of Changes, and they have, at different 
Times, acted directly contrary to their proſeſt 
Principles. Churchmen have been ſeen to cajole 
Diſſenters, and the Diſſenters have abandoned 
the Whigs. Tories and Old Whigs have run in- 
to one anothers Arms, and the Miniſters, who 
have diſtinguiſned themſelves by their Adherence 
to the Proteſtant Intereſt before the Acceſſion, are 


now remarkable for their Oppoſition to the Mi- < 


niſters of thoſe Princes whom they laboured to 
introduce to the Throne. But how can all theſe , 
+ Circumſtances affect the Queſtion betwixt the 
preſent Adminiſtration and Oppoſitzon ? All 
that can be ſaid is, That the Court has been al- 


ways the Butt of all Parties, who happen not to 


be agreeable to it. The Principles upon which 
the Revolution was brought about, ſuppoſes an 
Oppoſition to the Court ; and the War that was 


entailed upon the Nation, in Conſequence of it, 


threw a great Part of the National Property in- 
to the Hands of the Crown, as the Steward of the 
Publick. By theſe Means a great Number of Poſts 
were created and ſupplied, as every ſucceeding 
Miniſtry differed from their Predeceſſors. Thus 
they who were out immediately oppos'd the Court, 
ke the Miniſtry undergoing Variety of Chan- 
ges for fifty Years, all who had loſt their Poſts, 
and never re-placed, whether they were Whigs 
or Tories, ſtill continued, and ſtill remain in 
their Oppoſition, their Principles ſtill adhering 
faichfully to their Intereſts. Thus a Coalition 
was formed of all Parties who were out of the 
Miniſtry, and that Coalition is the fame which 
has farniſhed ſo many fine Things ta the Grafef 
man, = Nu- 


Numerous were the 1 Pamphlets that 

have been publiſhed, beſides all the regular Jour- 
| nals of the Craftſman and Common Senſe, againſt. 
1 the Miniſtry. Mr. L----», a Gentleman about 
f the P----ce of -, has been not a little a- 
ctive, both as a Writer of Pamphlets and Jour- 
nals. Scme Time ago he publiſhed a Pam- 
1 phlet, enticled, Conſiderations upon the State of Af 
i fairs at home and abroad, which was filled with 
| all the Common place Arguments in Favour of 
Ja War with Spain, and which have been ſince ful- 

ly anſwered by the Conduct of the Miniſtry, 

* This Gentleman likewiſe is a great Patron of 

| aall the Patriot Poets, a Set of Men that do 
but very lictle Credit, either by their Lives 
or Writings, to the Party, Another Writer 
of Note on the ſame Side, is the E------] of 
| M, late L--d Pt, who wrote another Pam- 
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| | *., -  phlet, intitled, The State of ihe Riſe and Progreſs of 
the Differeuces with Spain. This Pamphlet was fil- 


led with Remnants and Shreds of Speeches and 
Arguments that paſt upon the Subject of the Dif- 
1 ferences with Spain in the H--ſe of C---ns. About 
| the Time that this Pamphlet appeared, another 
{ Paper ſtarted up, which was intitled, The Enegliſh- 
Man's Evening-Poſt : Some of the Papers in it were 
wrote ſo much in the Spirit of the Speeches that 
Vere made in P----t, that it was ſoon diſcover'd 
that they came frem the ſame Hands that ſpoke 
them. My L---d Polwarth was immediately at- 
tack d by rhe Gazetteer very ſharply, and an Ac- 
cident happened, at that Time, which gave the 


Party a great Opportunity to triumph. My I -d 
*P----, being generally look'd upon by the Fublick 
as the Author of the beſt wrote Papers in the Col- 
lection, he was perſonally attach d by the Gozet- 
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teer; and, upon the Day, or a Day before this At- 
tack was made, his Father happened to die. This 


immediately open'd the Mouths, and ſer to work 
the Pens of the Country-Party, who affected to 


| reſent it as a groſs Injury offered to the dead Lord, 
and an unmanly Inſult upon the Living, though 


nothing could be more accidental and unforeſeen. 


But, to return to our Subject. It is certain, that 


ſome Letters have appeared in this Paper, that are 


wrote with uncommon Spirit, and a Knowledge 
of the Conſtitution, that has not, of late, appeared 
in Political Writings: But the Perſon who car- 


Ties the Paper on, who is one G----e, a Scotchman, 
was not the Author of them: He is a Tool of the 


Party, and maintain'd by them, but has a good 
Share of Claſſical Learning, and has ſucceeded 


$ , . 


well in ſome Poetical Eilays. | | 
The next Paper I am to take Notice of, is an 

Evening-Poſt, 1ntitled The Champion. This Paper 

was, at firſt, publiſhed three Times a Week, in 


the Mornings; but not being able to hold up its - 


Head in that Form, it was changed into an 
Evening Paper, in which Shape it has had ſome 
des and gain'd over ſome of the lower Claſs 


” 


of Readers. The Humour that appears in the Let- 


ters is of a peculiar Strain, and of that kind which 


rakes exceedingly with the lower kind of Readers 


here; and he ſeems to have laid in a good Stock 
of Abuſe and Scurrility. The News are, in this 


Paper, diſpoſed of in a peculiar Manner, which 


8 
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is mighty diverting to the Generality of his Read- i : 


ers; tho” the Ergliſh-Man has, of late, imitated 
him in that Particular: But there is very little So- 
lidity appears thro? the whole; and it is general- 
ly thought, that his flaſhy Wit muſt be ſoon ex- 
hauſted. The Perſon who conducts this Paper 
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chiefly, is one F--Me, Son to a General Officer 


'of that Name, and Author of ſeveral Pieces that 
had ſome Succeſs on the Stage: He is a ſtrong In- 


ſtance of Ingratitude to the Miniſtry, as he lies 


under the ſtrongeſt Obligations to Sir Rt -e, 
whom he now treats with a Strain of Infolence and 
Scurrility, ſuperior to any other Paper ever went 


before, not excepting even the Craftſman, or Com- 
maon-Senſe. I have fome Reaſons to know particu- 
lar Obligations he lies under to the Miniſter, who 
_ - once 3 reliey'd him, by ſending hima 
erable Supply of ready Money, when he 
was arreſted in a Country-Town, ſome Diſtance 
from London, and muſt have rotted in Priſon, had 
it not been for this Generoſity in the Miniſter. 
Soon after, he libelled him perſonally in a Satyr, 
and next Week had the Impudence to appear at 


conſi 


his Levee. Upon Sir R---r's taxing him with his 


Ingratitude, and asking him way he had wrote 
4 


ſo and fo, he anſwered very readily, That he wrote 
that he might eat. However, Sir Rr ſtill conti- 


nued his Generoſity to him, till he grew quite a- 


bandon'd to all Senſe of Shame. He then ſet up 


for a Play-Writer, and puſh'd his natural Turn 
for Ridicule and Satyr fo far, that, upon the Mi- 


niſtry getting into their Hands a Play, in Manu- 


ſcript, wrote by him, it was thought proper to 


* s the Act by which the Stage was ſubjected to a 
Licencer, who was to grant a Licence tor every 


Piece that ſhould appear upon the Theatre. Sir 
N- t, one Day, while this 5 

Houſe of C----s, pull'd this Play out of his Pock- 
et, and read ſome Paſſages of it in the Houle, 
which diſguſted the Members ſo much, that very 
little farther Oppoſition was made to the Bill: 


ill was debated in the 


Even the ſtrongeſt Oppoſers of it were 1 
age that 


# 


that the 1 of the Sage and Preſs ſhould be 
proſtituted to ſuch vile Purpoſes, and ſo much in- 
famous Scurrility ; and ſome of the beſt Well- _ 
wiſhers to the Liberty of the Subject here, want 
to ſee the Preſs laid under ſome wholeſome Regu- 


* | lations, as well as the Stage. . 

u. This Gentleman has an Aſſiſtant in his Paper, | 
10 one R. pb, who has been ſufficiently expoſed in a 
a the Dunciad, and whoſe Name was very induſtri- 3 

e ouſly conceal'd, left the Character of a Perſon ſo 

5 Famous for Dulneſs might do Harm to the Paper. 105 


F This laſt Perſon, who was, while a Writer for ©, 
; the Court, thought too contemptible even for No- 
> tice, and who was diſcarded, on Account of his 
< Dulneſs and Immorality, from being ſuffered to 
> f write in the Gazetteer, is now the Aſſiſtant Cham 
pion of that Party, and thought a mighty ſmart. 
: Fellow. Thus, I think, I have ſaid what may give 
youa tolerable Idea of the Writers upon the Coun- 
try-Side of the Queſtion, and am hopeful that 
ou will no longer be impoſed upon, by imagin- 
ing that thoſe Fellows either ſpeak the Senſe of 
the Nation, or indeed of the moſt ſober among 
their own Party. 3 „ 
It now remains that I ſhould touch a little u- 
pon the Writings on the other Side, which are 
very few. The Gaxetteer is wrote chiefly by one 
| Mr. Cie, who would be thought a good Wri- 
ter, did he not draw his Pen in favour of the 
C----t. His moral Eſſays are wrote with great 
Candour and Good-nature, and diſcover a very - 
honeſt Heart. Another Writer in this Paper is 
one M., whoſe political Name is Algernoor * 
Sidney, as that of C-----le is R. Freeman. Seve- 
ral other Gentlemen occaſionally appear in this 
Paper, which is under the Direction of one A . 
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in Grey's Inn. But GE Wk thing very oh= 
ſervable, that they very ſeldom enter. into' the 
Diſcuſſion of political Points in the ſame man- 
ner as they uſed to be handled in the end of the 
laſt and Beginning of this Reign. This man- 
ner was highly prejudicial to the national Inte- 
reſt, as it obliged the Writers for the Govern- 
ment to lay open the ſecret Motives of the Con- 
duct of the Miniſtry, which was often attended 
with the worſt Conſequence; that of putting the 
Enemies of the Nation on their Guard. This 
Method is now turn'd entirely out of Doors, b 
the profound Secrecy With Which all the Affairs 
of the Publick are conducted. So that when a 
Malecontent Writer attacks a Meaſ ure of the Mi- 
niſtry, the latter wiſely avoid any Eclarciſement, e- 
ven though it might clear up their own Conduct, 
becauſe it is enough, if tlie Objections againſt it 
are anſwered by the Event. Hence it is, that 
in the GaZetreer we meet with very few or no Pa- 
pers relating to Foreign Affairs, or undertaken in 
Befence of any particular Step of the Miniſtry. 
This is a very mortiſying Conduct, as it deprives 
the other Party of a great many Opportunities 
of triumphing, which they had formerl . 
Another Gentleman, who 1s a Clergyman at 
H-----ney, whoſe Name is N---b, is concern'd in 
the Gazetteer. He is Author of ſome very pretty. 
Pieces of Poetry, and I am inform'd keeps a large 
Boarding-School in that Place, Of rhe two other 
Authors I have already mentioned, the former, 
C-----le, is Organiſt in St. Tes Church, and 
the other M----y, a Lawyer of good Reputation. 
I have nothing more to add, but that you will 
believe me to be, Mith great Sincerity, 
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